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Obviously these are particularly 
delicate surveillances and we 
should be very cautious in terms 
the non-FBI people who may from 
time to time necessarily be involved 
in some aspect of installation., y 
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OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK MARK 


MR. TOLSON- 

MR. DELOACH 
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MR. BISHOP- 

MR. CASPER- 
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MR. ROSEN___ 

MR. SULLIVAN. 
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MR. TROTTER 

MISS HOLMES_ 
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SEE ME ___ 

NOTE ANO RETURN __ 

PREPARE REPLY __!_ 

SEND MEMO TO ATTORNEY GENERAL . 

FOR YOUR RECOMMENDATION __ 

WHAT ARE THE FACTS? _ 
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The Attorney General 


Director, FBI 


JUNE 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Miss Holmes 
1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Bishop 

June 10, 1969 

1 - Mr. Gale (Attention: Mr. DevL? 3 $ 
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 

(Attention: Mr. Rozamus) x u , ' rf 
1 - Mr. Glass „ 

i'KCLASSIFISD 

on _/a~/g- Qj&~r 


The following facts are being furnished for your 
information concerning the telephone surveillance on the 
residence of the late Martin Luther King, Jr., authorized 
by former Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy and installed 
by this Bureau; 

On July 16, 1963, an official of this Bureau 
saw Mr; Kennedy at the latter*s request; On that occasion, 

Mr; Kennedy said he was considering the possibility of a 
telephone surveillance of King because of King*s communist 
associations. He was advised by the Bureau official that 
since King was in travel status practically all the time, 
the productivity of such a surveillance was doubtful and he 
was asked to consider the repercussions if it ever became 
known that such a surveillance had been instituted on King; 

Mr; Kennedy said he was not concerned about possible reper¬ 
cussions and that he thought it: advisable to have as complete 
coverage as possible in view of the possible communist influ¬ 
ence in the racial situation. He was told that the feasibility 
of such coverage would be determined and an appropriate ^ 

recommendation would be submitted to him; if'” 

On July 25, 1963, Mr; Kennedy changed his mind 
concerning his request and thought it ill advised at that 
time, but on October 7, 1963, a request for authority to 
place a telephone surveillance on King’s residence was sent > 
to Mr; Kennedy. On October 10, 1963, he authorized this v 

100-106670 NATIONAL SECURITY INFORMATION 
„ • , {) Unauthorized Disclosure 13132 H0T f PAGE 1W - . 

CEG.e w_c $lxxy Subject to Criminal Sanctions . <v $ . : J \ u-J 


= w _ 

- y SENT FROM D.O. J " 

- / TIME 

j DATE 

—.ir. 1 ! rirffGTCTt TTTTk l et y p e unitL 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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The Attorney General 


surveillance, and a surveillance on any future residence 
of King, by his written signature. 

This telephone surveillance was installed on 
November 8, _1963, and was discontinued on April 30, 1965. 



NOTE: 

+mmm • m ■ ■■ f 

Because of the considerable publicity concerning 
the telephone surveillance on the residence of the late 
Martin Luther King, Jr., occasioned by the court hearings 
in the Selective Service case of Cassius Clay, the facts 
concerning the original request for this coverage-by 
Robert F. Kennedy, are being furnished to the Attorney 
General. 

Classified - S ecxefeli because of sensitive 

nature of the information contained therein, the unauthorized 
disclosure of which could result in exceptionally grave damage 
to the national security. 


TO^S^RET 

- 2 - 
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ROUTE . IN EN VELOPE 


Tolson- 

DeLoach —_ 

Mohr- 

Bishop - 

Casper- 

Callahan- 

Conrad_a- 

Felt_ 

Gale_,_ 

Rosen - 

Sullivan- 

Tavel_ 

Trotter_ 

Tele, Room 
Holmes__ V 


The Attorney General 


Director, FBI 


JUNE 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - t 
1 - Mr. W. C. Sulliv* 
1 - Mr. Bishop j 

June 10 

j 

1 - Mr. Gale (Attentl 
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore ' 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 
(Attention: Mr. Ij 
,\6 1 - Mr. Glass 
DECLASSIFIED BY SP-'& Alfa 13* 

on /*-/ j?~ rPt - 


Mr;. Tolson_ 

Mr. DeLoach, 

Mr. Mohr_ 

Mr. Bishop_ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Callahan. 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Gale_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Sullivan _ 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Trotter_ 

Tele. Room — 
Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy £ 


The following facts are being furnished for your 
information concerning the telephone surveillance on the 
residence of the late Martin Luther King, Jr., authorized 
by former Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy and installed 
by this Bureau. 

On July 16, 1963, an official of this Bureau 
' saw Mr; Kennedy at the latter’s request. On that occasion, 

Mr. Kennedy said he was considering the possibility of a 
telephone surveillance of King because of King’s communist 
associations. He was advised by the. Bureau official that 
since King was in travel status practically all the time, 
the productivity of such a surveillance was doubtful and he 
was asked to consider the repercussions if it ever became 
known that such a surveillance had been instituted on King; 

Mr; Kennedy said he was not concerned about .possible reper¬ 
cussions and that he thought it advisable to have as complete 
coverage as possible in view of the possible communist influ¬ 
ence in the racial situation; He was told that the feasibility 
of such coverage would be determined and an appropriate 
recommendation would be submitted to him; j y 


On July 25, 1963, Mr; Kennedy changed his mind 
concerning his request and thought it ill advised at that 
time, but on October 7, 1963, a request for authority to 
place a telephone surveillance on King’s residence was sent 
to" Mr; Kennedy. On October 10, 1963^ he authorized this 

100-106670 NATIONAL SECURITY INPOR^rq^ paPF Tyo 

.ft ■ • Unauthorized 'Disclosure • ® ^ TW0 * 

CEG:e^wj2YAi_^ y Subject to Criminal Sanctions 1 - r » 

t -- 7^7rlTn 1 TOP 'SECRET ■ \i\fj\ ( Jj U 

XSSNT FROM T).0-i / Grouu 1 tdJ V Y ' 

j TIME ILicluded/fiom automat lie i’** iO 3 S --A.( / 

I DATE .downgs^dinl and ' J 


w: 

Ln 


Gandy 


i —i^ cc is in PF - Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Serial Removal Charge Out- 
^oflonaT Security Electronic Surveillanw* File 
* 4-674 (£e v. 7-18-73) ^ 


Subject MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, , SECURITY MATTER - COMM UNIST 
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS.•.... 


This serial, the original memorandum from the FBI to the 

Attorney General date d October 7, 1963 _, which was 

returned to the Bureau signed by the Attorney General 
authorizing FBI to conduct electronic surveillance, has 
been,permanently removed for retention in the National 
Security Electronic Surveillance File per memorandum T. J. 
Smith to Mr. E. S. Miller dated 7-13-73. See 62-115687-1' 
for details and where maintained. 


Removed B y SA Russell H. Horner 


Date 12/13/73 


Complete File and Serial Number 100-106670-254 
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‘ The Attorney General orally informed me today that he had been 
considering the request he made on July 16, 1963, for a technical surveil¬ 
lance on Martin Luther King at his home and office and was now of the 
opinion that this would be ill advised.,* 

v • * * 

At the time the Attorney General initially asked for such a 
surveillance, he was told there was considerable doubt that the 
productivity of the surveillance would be worth the risk because King 
travels most of the time and that there might be serious repercussions 
should it ever become known the Government had instituted this coverage. 
These were the very thoughts that the Attorney General expressed today 
in withdrawing his request. 

With reference to the other technical surveillance requested 
at the same time, namely, the one on Clarence Benjamin Jones, the 
Attorney General felt this was in a different category and we should go 
forward with this coverage. It is noted that this was previously approved 
in waiting by the Attorney General. *. _ 


The memorandum we sent to the Attorney General on /"} 

July 23/1963, requesting authority for the King surveillance has been / 
retrieved and is attached. / 

, • < f V 

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: 

We will take no further action to effect technical coverage on 
Martin Luther King, either at his home or at his office at the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, in the absence of a further request 
from the Attorney General. 


Enclosure 
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£ SECRET £ 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to /> I fc ) < 'Tdr' 

FifeiVo. 100-106670' 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

July 23, 1963 


"Memorandum for the attorney general 
* ' * r 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTES - COMMUNIST 


, i 


Martin Luther King, Jr., -resides at 563 Johnson 
Avenue, N.E,, Atlanta, Georgia,.fend is the President of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 330 Auburn Avenue, 
Atlanta, Georgia. He is closely associated with Stanley 
Levison, a concealed member of the Communist Party, USA. 
Levison, has described King as being a wholehearted Marxist 
who has studied Marxism, b e lijsves in it. agrees with it. 
but becauae^f^-i-s^ke4m&~a^miini^ ^ *, 

dare, to ^espouse ^it^pubUcly..^..^ ^ ^ fa 

Pursuant to your'request that in view of the 
possible communist influence in the racial situation con¬ 
sideration be given to placing a technical surveillance on 
King, it is requested that authority be granted,to place a 
technical surveillance on King at his current residence or 
at any future address to which he may ^move. It is further 
requested that authority be granted to place a technical 
surveillance on the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
of which King is President or at any future address to whiefi 
it may be moved. 


Respectfully, 








John Edgar\ Hoover 
Director 


Approved 


date 


national security iwoWtion 

Unauthorized Disclosure 
■L- • r £ ub *> e( * to .Criminal Sanctions ^ 


.1 / 
f r i 


\ S ECRET ^— 
GROftP 1 ' / 

Excluded jh^om^€utoiaatic 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 . u ; _ ' i 

■umiiD STATES COVER Ant ROUTE IN 

Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERiHR 


MR. BELMON 1 


h/ 

4 / 


JUNE 


Tolson 

V\i Belmont 1Y. _ 

Trfv« ohr -- 

fly ^ Casper___ 

■*-« Callahan _ 

Conrad_ 

DeLoach JfLiZZL 


from : C. A. Evans, 

*C. A 


subject: COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN 

RACIAL MATTERS 


date: 7/16/63 

cc Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Sullivan 
Mr,. Evans 


^jSt(l£?van 

f Tavel JL v /: 


I ^ r Tavel 

L'T Trotte 

^ Tele. 


Tavel ZZH /; 

Trotter_/ 

Tele. Room . - 

Holmes _ 

Gandy____ 


s 

t) w n 

sli 


55 caw 
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ZG & 
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{)M tl nor 1 * 
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s . '"•^--The AG was contacted at his request late this 

1 afternoon. He said that Clarence Benjamin Jones, 
a NY attorney who has had close association with 
Martin Luther King., and with Stanley Levinson 
(a concealed communist), had been in to see Burke / 
Marshall about the racial situation. According to 
the AG', Jones had indicated he had some reserva¬ 
tions" about talking with Levinson on the phone. 
Marshall thought he might have been referring to a 
possible telephone tap, and passed it off by telling 
Jones'this was something he would have to take up 
with :Levinson. V Z &\Ji S OfJ s 


\\ 4tl 
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A ig 


r pi 
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iv il'ii 


K v v /%■ 

- "The purpose of the AG’s contact v/as that this p. 
brought to his attention the possibility of effect- j 

ing technical coverage on both Jones and Martin • 7/* -- 

Luther King. I tdld the AG that I v/as not at all : \f 

acquainted with Jones, but that, in. so far as King v/as 
concerned, it v/as obvious from the reports that he • ? 

v/as in a travel status practically all the time, and 
it was, therefore, doubtful that a technical surveillance ■ -- 
on his office or home v/ould be very productive. I also ' 
praised the question as to the repercussions if it 

i*shoitld ever become known that such a surveillance__ 

r been put on Kxng. REG- 3 //./j - // / 

* r-vl ir " ^ S/jol” 31 1363 

% .The AG said this did not Concern him at all; 

I that in view of the possible communist influence in.-,. ___ 

I the f racial situation, he thought it advisable to 

j have as complete coverage as possible. I-told him, 

under the circumstances, that v/e would check into the< iCl- 

matter to see if coverage was feasible and, if so, \ 

would submit an appropriate recommendation to him. / \/ 


tmi 31 1S63 


W * i 

777^7. ! 
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If you approve,-uve will have a preliminary survey 


!Y 


you\ 
ticL 

CAE: CSHy (4) 


vcum&vf prepared m response zq your request and is no%fonjdissemi- 
^T^tside "yoUr Committee. Its use is limited to.official proceedings by 
^mmufie^and the content may not beylisdtosed to unauthorized person - 
moSil/the express approval of the FB\ / A f) 

^/v^; cm . - v ;a/ l ^ , 
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RQUTIk tr ENVELOPE 
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TO SACS ATLANTA 
N3W YORK 


7/17/63 


CODE 


URGENT 


j&SSS 16 ^ 





1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Evans 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr, McGowan 
1 Mr. Bland 
1 - Mr, Donohue 
1 - Mr 0 Shaw 


FROM DIRECTOR FBI 

JUNE, COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS, 

IN VIEW OF THE POSSIBLE COuMUNIST IK2SUENCE IN THE RACIAL 


SITUATION, ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS REQUESTED 13HAT TEJJiNlCAL 
SURVEILLANCES IMMEDIATELY BE PLACED ON MAS5JLN LUTHER KING, LEADER 
OF Till? SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, AND CLARENCE 
dtomuth jrwraJV t w w VORK CITY ATTORNEYisHE IS CLOSELY ASSOCIATED 

WITH . KING AS WELL AS WI TH S TANLEY LEVISON, A CONCEALED COMMUNIST. 

. , . * *—— —: 

THE PURPOSE OF THE COVERAGE IS TO UNCOVER ISIDENCE OF COMMUNIST 

PARTICIPATION. AND DIRECTION IN RACIAL MASSES. PROVIDED FULL;. 

v^. 

SECURITY IS ASSURED, NEW YORK AND ATLANTASEOULD IMMEDIATELY MAKE 
MOST DIS CREE T SURVEYS TO DETERMINE IF TEG3&CAL SURVEILLANCES ON 
KING AHD'JQNES ARE FEASIBLE AND CAN BE CONSISTED WITH FULL SECURITY. 


EXPED ITE HANDLING AND SUTEL RESULTS,TOGETSST WITH YOUR RECOMMENDATIONS 


WGStKMJ 

<9) 




U z. < 


& 


NOTE: See memox*andum Mr. Evans to Mr, BdJaont 7/16/96 same caption. 


k:»« 


Tolson . 
Belmont 
Mohr i 


Casper . 
Callahan 
Conrad 
DeLoach . 


See memorandum Baumgardner to SulXiran 7/17/63 same caption; 

^ *This document is prepared in response to your request and is not for dissemi¬ 
nation outside your Committee. Its use is limited to official proceedings by 
yotut Qammdtteti jSQd tjvs cont ent may mot be disclosed to unauthqrizpd’^'erson- 
4Ir7. \iitAmftr nujuAM ZSStSSrAtinl. nf: tiL/n PEL > * v; 1 
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Evan 


Gale 




Rosen 


Sullivan 
Tavel _ 


Trotter . 


Tele. Room a 
H olmes rf? 1 ft 
Gandy 


dUJGi&i 

< ■ Cl ./_ 


»» seem v vrvi/wiuy rv«/ ^ ^ 
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ENCIPHERED ^ 
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fO*M^NO. 10 
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„ * 


UNITED STATES GO 


Tolson ^ 
Belmont . 
Mohr-- 


.^ x OATTmrs 

-Memorandum 1V ™UTE IN v ELOPE H 

fj! to ; 


iahan . 
firad . 



Mr. W. C. Sullivan' 


from Mr, P* J, Baumgar,diier 

S* tjf i'T 

subject: COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN 

RACIAL' MATTERS- 


date: 17, 1963 

JUNE 


i 

7 /"Evans _ SC 

O' 

* o..i 



Rosen — f ja 
Sullivan 
Tavel . 

Trotter 
Tele. Room . 

Holmes _ 

Gandy __ 





~P. Memorandum Evans to Belmont 7/16/63 discloses 
that, in view of the possible communist influence in the 
racial situation, the Attorney General has requested that/ 
technical surveillances be placed immediately on Martin Luther 
King, leader of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, f \\ 
and Clarence Benjamin Jones, a New York City attorney, who r\ 
is closely associated with King, Memorandum points out that|r ^0 
if the Director approves, steps will be taken toward having * / 

a preliminary survey made to see if technical surveillances 
are feasible and can be conducted will full security. The 
Director noted "Yes” and also inquired "What do our files M/t/ J 
show on Jones?” //TU-ar*^' 

ACTION: 

(1) There is attached a teletype to Atlanta and New Yofk' x 
instructing that discreet surveys to determine if technical 
surveillances on King and Jones are feasible and can be / 

conducted with full security, costaiheoT 




(2) A separate memorandum is being prepared covering/,^ 
the Directors question relative to what our files show con- v \ 
cerning Jones, 

Enc, ^ (s&S 

1 - Mr, Belmont 
1 - Mr, Evans 
1 - Mr, Sullivan 
1 - Mr, McGowan 


1 - 
1 - 
1 - 

WGS:k 

( 8 ) 


Bland 

Donohue 

Shaw 





ir .. • - 

.___wittwwa*** T**. 


*22 JUL^S 1.963. ^ 
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0 ri JUL 3 1 ’963 


This document w/pvepared in response to -jour request and is . 

nation outside your Committee. Its use is limited to off^^^'oceedi^gs by 
your Committee and the content may not be disclosed to itmuthorizpd' person^ 
nel without, the. express approval oj ; the. E.BJ. * ' 
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□ CABIEG 



DIRECTOR 


—1 — 


: ROM SAC NEW -YORK 

C yy; , 

JUNE, • -- 


7-19-65 

190100 


12:22 AM 


DE/S A V 


v /■ 


k CyaA "j 


COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS, 



REFERENCE BUREAU TELETYPE JULY 17 , 1 965 
AUTHORIZED TECHNICAL SURVEILLANCE SURVEY CONDUCTED 

July 18, 1965 disclosed coverage feasible on kingsbridge 9-280!). 

AT RESIDENCE OF CLARENCE BENJAMIN JONES* 5505 INDEPENDENCE AVENUE 
BRONX* NEW YORK: ON LEXINGTON 2-2989* LEXINGTON 2 - 2990 , \ 

LEXINGTON 2-2991 * AT OFFICE OF GANDHI SOCIETY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS,,/ 
15 EAST i}.OTH STREET* NEW YORK CITY: ON BEEKMAN 3-369O, CODED /"• 
TRUNK G 55 , BEEKMAN 5-5660* BEEKMAN 3-5661 * BEEKMAN 3 ~ 83 l| 0 * AND 
BEEKMAN 3-83!^ j AT OFFICE OF LUBELL, LUBELL AND JONES* 165 
BROADWAY. 

NECESSARY LEASED LINE LETTER TO READ FROM POLE NUMBER 2 
RIVERDALE AVENUE AT CORNER OF 254 TH STREET WEST, BRONX, NEW YORK. 
SECOND LEASED LINE LETTER SHOULD READ FROM SUB-BASEMENT OF 
15 EAST IlOTH STREET, NEW YORK CITY. NO LEASED LINE LETTER 
NECESSARY FORI65 BROADWAY ADDRESS. 

BUREAU AUTHORITY REQUESTED TO INSTALL TECHNICAL SURVEILLANCE 
ON ALL LINES. FULL SECURITY ASSURED. 

JONES IS GENERAL COUNSEL FOR GANDHI SOCIETY FOR HUMAN 
RIGHTS AND ALLEGEDLY IS AT THE OFFICE OF THIS SOCIETY MORE OFTEN 
THAN HE IS AT HIS LAW OFFICE AT 1 65 BROADWAY. 

INFORMATION NYO FILES REFLECTS THAT THIS SOCIETY WAS FORMED 
TO SUPPORT MARTIN LUTHER KING* IT WAS TO BE -.A.NON-ACT iON AGENCY* 

- THE AIMS OF WHICH WERE TO BE MAINLY. OF AN EDUCATIONAL NATURE* 

RECEIVED: ' 


jr 1 

• Y 


f) 


/ 




J ?/*: ‘/V 

SrJ_& 5 * ^ .* «• / 



n outswe your ^ *u i* Malawi to mm 

your Committee mi the contentjnay f|(f ' \ P ,i'JL 30 :«! 


17$ tart* SrS umovol of the FB «• - ™ 

*v/ contafaep in the above message is to be dis seminatktf outside the Bureaijf iv /& s 

r*+parap!iyb£&cl in order %oipr,qpect the Bureau's cryptographic systems . ,? S' .1 * 
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1 -Lc~* _- »•« v 

suggested that it be suitably 

5 r } '/ 
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Tolson _ 

Belmont_ 

Mohr_ 

Casper_ 

Callahan _ 

Conrad_ 

DeLoach _ 

Evans _ 

Gcle - 

Rosen _ 


□ AIRGRAM a CABLI 


TEL! 


* — ** Trotter - 

YPfc Tele. Room 

S U Holmes _ 

Ganc& 


urgent 7 - 20-65 

/o DIRECTOR 
FROM SAC ATLANTA 

°0. 


1:36 AM EST 


'"FROM SAC ATLANTA T923I4.T \ u *’ 0 ' 0 f ' ' 

.Jr/ -. - Q^4e^F O 

JUNEo COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS* 

RE BUTEL JULY 1 ? LAST AND ATLANTA RAD JULY 18 LAST. _ 

j SURVEY REFLECTS TECHNICAL SURVEILLANCE INSTALLATION 

| FEASIBLE WITH APPROPRIATE SECURITY ON FOUR TRUNKS, SERVING MARTIN 
l LUTHER KING, JR.* SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, 
if 330 AUBURN AVE ftT ATLANTA* TECHNICAL WILL BE MONITORED IN ATLANTA 
OFFICE SPACE THROUGH USE OF LEASED LINE. ANTICIPATED THAT FOUR 
INVESTIGATIVE CLERKS ASSIGNED WILL BE USED FOR MONITORING M D 
COST OF LEASED LINE UNKNOWN* 

TECHNICAL REQUESTED BY ATTORNEY GENERAL TO UNCOVER EVIDENCE 
OF COMMUNIST PARTICIPATION AND DIRECTION IN RACIAL MATTERS* 

IF APPROVED FOR INSTALLATION, THREE DIAL RECORDERS COMPLETE, 
TWO TAPE RECORDERS AND A PLAYBACK UNIT FOR TRANSCRIBING TAPES WILl 
BE REQUIRED FOR USE IN ATLANTA* 


/ ^ /f/y 

$§* Js O ) <r : —• 

{ * |) V 4 / o t V •. 


2 :i }-9 AM 


RECEIVED: 


as • / 

A/-t > /t i 

/■- /. 4 <£■ " 7 ?, C•> 






'/e 3 &AC-S ■■ ^ , 

'' ,} v . s’ksum 






ill-' X 




\ t : S AUG 1 1963 

document is prepared in response to \your request and is not for dissemir* 
naUohvoiitside your Ccr.inri'+ee. Its use is Vmi'rd ta^&fe&ial proec&£m$?s by 
your Committee and the content may not be disclosed to unauthorized person¬ 
nel without the express approval of the FBI « 


\g) V' 1 


If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems . 
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ornor-M fo*v no. io 


UNITED' STATE.S GO VERf^^.. ,T 

■ Memorandum 


IN E&SELOPE 


Mr. W. C. Sullivan 


FROM 


Mr. F« 


Baumgardner- 


subject: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


JUNE 

date: July 22, 1963 

1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr, Evans 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Baumgardr 
1 - Mr. Bland \7 
1 - Mr. Bpnohue 
1 - Mr. - Shaw 


Tolson _ 

Belmont _ 

Mohr_ 

Casper_ 

Callahan — 

$onrad _ 

JPeLoachl^ 
'Evans JJtnH 
Gate _ 


sppionrad _ 

L ^g eLoach| 

S ^ ,w Tvans dki 

Gafe _ 

v&ose£*4_ 
A) WUVan . 
' i^vel 
/ * Trotter _ 


Tele. Boom . 
Holmes y _ 


- mx. DUAAivan - 

-Mr. Baumgardner 7 -' u 

- Mr. Bland W-^'/V 
-Mr. Bpnohue 

-Mr. - Shaw ‘ : f-j-T/ U 

s{)\l y ’ ‘ - /" 


j, - . t This is a recommendation requesting the Attorney General’s 

k| authority for the installation of a technical surveillance covering 
^ the home telephone of Mart in, Luther King , Jr, f as well as the tele- 

<r *-n phone /covering the Southern Christian-Leadership Conference, of which 
§ King is the President. »* 

v * 

You will recall that on 7/16/63‘the Attorney General advised 
gj£«<o| Assistant Director Evans that in view of the possible communist influ- 
ence in th,e racial situation, he desired that consideration be given 
g S q to placing a technical surveillance on Martin Luther King, Jr., leader 
g a p of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, and Clarence Benjamin 
ilw^a Jones, a New York City attorney, who is closely associated with King. 
g^^jThe Attorney General indicated he was not concerned with the reper- 
h”® cussions if it should ever become known that such surveillances had 
ggg been put into effect and that he thought it advisable to have as com- 
® ° 1 plete coverage as possible. 

King resides at 563 Johnson Avenue, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia, 
and is.the President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
330 Auburn Avenue, Atlanta. King is on the. Reserve Index. He is 
. closel^ associated with Stanley Levison, a concealed member of^the 
Communist Party, USA. JCing has^Jie £n^des£rri-bed^v^Lev-i-soxwas--a^?ALQle-- 

it,, j but_because^Qfr~M-S'-bei-ng^a^mindster^of^re^ . to 

^espouse.It-pubObicTy 3 ; •---•* ^ 

Pursuant to the Attorney General’s request that considera¬ 
tion be given to placing a technical surveillance on King, our Atlanta 
Office was requested to conduct a survey to ascertain if such coverage 
is feasible and could be conducted with full security. Atlanta tele¬ 
type 7/20/63 discloses that technical coverage on King is feasible and 
can be conducted with full security. 

At present there are 58 investigative-type technical sur¬ 
veillances in operation and 6 being installed. The limit is 75. 

A separate memorandum requesting Attorney General’s author¬ 
ity to place a technical surveillance on Clarence Benjamin Jones has 
previously been submitted. . 6/ £> ^ 

^ ~ ' /-//// -/»<f f; ( i Ps . 

Enc . 7'-J r £~ . a $ -l *m,<§ ( U9§3 your reqvM and fr 

■ % fG f # 2 toSZrizea person, 
(9) yd ITwithmt the express approve.l of the FBI , 
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Memorandum to Mr* Sullivan 
RE; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

100-106670 

# 

OBSERVATION':. •' 

' ' * o 

In view of the Attorney General’s request that our coverage 
be as complete as possible, it is felt that we should institute cov¬ 
erage not only On King’s residence,.but also on his office at the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. , " > 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the attached memorandum for the Attorney General go 
forward requesting authority to install a technical surveillance on 
residence, as well as his oj*fice at the Southern Christian 
Conference. . * 


■ ft v 

fh u 


"s&e Mm smis -to tsuMm' c^voths 

''MffRTi|)M« «' which sr/res 

fa 



- 2 - 
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I60*»10S670 




l-Belmont 
1-Evans 
1-Rosen 
1-Sullivan 


l~Baumgardner 

1-Bland 

1-Donohue 

1-Shaw 




July 23, 1963 
JUNE 


&H3M3RANMJK FOE THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

O ' . 

EES MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

'SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


Martin Luther King, Jr.,“resides at 563 Johnson cK > 
Avenue, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia, i *and is the President of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 330 Auburn Avenue, 
Atlanta, Georgia. He is closely associated with Stanley,. 
Levison, a concealed member of the Communist Party, USA.’C' 
Levisonhas^descr ibed Kin a as.being: a^wholehearted Marxist * 


dare to espouse 


Pursuant to your' request that in view of the ' o ^ 
possible communist influence in the racial, situation con- 
sideration be given to placing a technical surveillance on 
King, it is requested that authority be granted to place a' 
technical surveillance on King at his,* current residence or 
at *&ny future address to which he may move. It is further 
requested Vthat authority be granted to place a technical 
surveillance on the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
of which King is President or at any future address to which 
it may' be amoved, 

uJ 

cr V'=' Respectfully, 

o'! national security information 

ftvfi _ , . Unauthorized Disclosure /■■■, 

DATB ‘ZjlZl '- \f ■ 

„„ , A /,. „ V Director 


/ / $ 


\Sr I S 


Tolson_ 

Belmont_ 

Mohr_ 

Casper _ 

Callahan _ 

Conrad_ 

DeLoach _ 

Evans _ 

Gale _ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan_ 

Tavel_ 

Trotter_ 

Tele.-Room:. 
Holuj^b 

Ganfl/ \_ - 


_ APPROVE D 

'» ’ * 

E BAT E 

Z SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 
“ WGSjkmi? y 

Z • (11) Jh'f' (i } 

HI 3 XI E^D TELETYPE UNIT 


som 



1 nr S3 .|S38yj,B3 


S' I P 

*' * t f * . 



Gan^-U-LV V MAIL ROOM \ -1 TELETYPE UNIT i 
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GROUP 11 


Excluded firj 

m automatic 

downgrading] 

land 

jieclassiyice 

It ion 


22 JUL.26 196a- 5/* 

— »M 







Memorandum for the Attorney General 

t 

NOTE: ; .« 

. This memorandum classified '’Secret” since it refers 
to a technio&X surveillance, the unauthorized disclosure of 
which could be detrimental to the national security* 

See memorandum Baumgardner to Sullivah 7/22/63 
captioned "Martin Luther King, Jr 0 , Security Matter - 
Communist,” WGSjkmj. - 

% 

V - 



% 


A 







t 





- 2 - 

SE^ET 


JL 
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ROUTE 1 Q pVELOPE 


7/23/63 


CODE 


teletype 


URGENT 


1 - Ur. Bland 
1 - Mr. Donohue 
1 - Ur. Shaw 


Tolson- 

Belmont __ 

Mohr- 

Casper- 

Callahan — 

Ccnrad- 

DcLoach _ 
Evans _ 
Gale _ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan _ 

Tavel_ 

Trotter- 

'«»!-. Room 


TO SAC ATLANTA 


ALL CTFORMATIOH eOBTAIHBD ' 

herein is unclassified 

pAiEojiafea-^^^^ Arc 


-1 m m “ ■■ 

FROU DIRECTOR FBI (100-3-116) 

JUNE. COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MA TTERS^ 

BHnem. july twenty last advising technical surveillance 

OS SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LE A DERS H IP CONFERENCE, THREE THREE ZERO 
AUBURN AVENUE, ATLANTA, FEASIBLE AND CAB BE CONDUCTED NM5I FULL 


—vf 


SECURITY. PROVIDED FULL SECURITY ASSURED IMMEDIATELY MAKE MOOT 
DI SCREET SURVEY TO DETERMINE IF TECHNICAL SURVEILLANCE ON HOHEr^ 


-w —- . . 

TELEPHONE OF MARTIN LUTHER KING IS FEASIBLE AND CAN BE •-' | 


CONDUCTED WITH FULL SECURITY. SUTEL RESULTS. 


ugsjKMJ/ 
(5) / 


(A 


NOTE: 




cp| 

. as 

* 

ca 

o 




Attorney General has requested as complete coverage .* |/ 

sssssss: | 

Conference, but in order to afford comp ® ® t feasibility I 

that Atlanta should also conduct survey relative to feasinix y | 
S placing technical surveillance on King’s home telephone. , 

This document is prepared in response to your request and is not for dissemi- 1. 1 

nation outside your Committee. Its use is limited to offitigfcproceedings bp ~ Jfos~ l 

■your Committee and the content.may not be disclosed tolmiaujhorized person* . <y \ 

net without the ezarm. (ftf JP-BI . / / ! . ■.«•* I 

(tftA TELETYPE,. ; / / M*' | 

JUllSWB ^ ’> A/ - jPLt-K \ <4 4 f 

“ * E2 JUL&5 J1963 


/ It i/ ' ' 

' ir i l 1 r 

I 


ijULSuloo® TELETYPE UNIT I-I QF'/iCf 
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D E CO D E D 


copy 


Tol^*_ 
Belmont . 

Mohr_ 

Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
DeLoaeh 

Evans _ 

Gale_ 

Rosen*—, 


Tavel — 

□ AIRGRAM □ CABLEGRAM @RADIO □TELETYPE 

Gandy __ 




URGENT 


7 - 24-65 


TO DIRECTOR 


FROM SAC ATLANTA 


242045 ptf* 





4\J^ - 


JUNE. C0M.MUN.I ST~.INFLUENCE, JN_RACIAL MATTERS. 

P.EBUTEL JULY 25 LAST. 

SURVEYS COMPLETED. SERVICE FURNISHED TV RESIDENCE 
MART! N LUTHER KING, JR., 565 JOHNSON AVENUE, ATLANTA, BY 
ONE TRUNK USING NON-LISTED NUMBER. PUBLIC UTILITY WILL 
FURNISH LEASED LINE TO FIELD OFFICE HEADQUARTERS FOR 
MONITORING. TECHNICAL SURVEILLANCE FEASIBLE WITH FULL 
SECURITY. NO OTHER TECHNICALS IN EFFECT ON RESIDENCE. 

SERVICE FURNISHED TO OFFICE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, 55O AUBURN AVENUE, ATLANTA, BY FOUR 
TRUNK LINES. PUBLIC UTILITY WILL FURNISH LEASED LINES 
TO FIELD OFFICE HEADQUARTERS. TECHNICAL SURVEILLANCE 
FEASIBLE WITH FULL SECURITY. NO OTHER TECHNICALS IN EFFECT 
ON SCLC OFFICE. 

INSTALLATIONS RECOMMENDED. ADVISE IF DESIRED AND IF 
\ SO FORWARD ATLANTA FOUR DIAL RECORDERS' COMPI.FTF f -THRFE 
1 TAPE RECORDERS AND ONE PLAYBACK UNIT.,/ 


RECEIVED: 


5:56 PM 




G-. 

-■/; t-y * •//**"'* ' 7 . 

«&*• 


/. REC- «*/"/>' - J. - 


C /Ic 


■M 



■ ' f.*!. 0 r- '!? 


EX-IK 


fi AUG 2 *'1963 


\ ■ 1 iC Tftts document is prepared in Response ktytfoW’fWfkest and is not for dissemi- 

O O , .... j 0 ibu 3 nation outside your Committee. Its use is limited to official proceedings by 

your Committee and the content may not be disclosed to unauthorized person? 

If the intelligence contained in it is suggested that it be suitably 

paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems . 
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CODE 


7 - 24-83 


TELETYPE 

TO SACS ATLANTA 
MOBILE 
SAVANNAH 
BIRMINGHAM 



URGENT 


. ids 

tX05 C r 








FROM DIRECTOR FBI JUNE 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS. 

REATRAD JULY EIGHTEEN LAST, BULET TO ATLANTA JULY 
NINETEEN LAST AND ATRAD JULY TWENTY LAST. 

IF APPROVAL IS GRANTED AND INSTALLATION MADS IN REFERENCED 
CASE, MOBILE WILL FURNISH ONE ADDITIONAL MAGNECORD TAPE. 




RECORDER. SAVANNAH WILL FURNISH ONE DIAL RECORDER COMPLETE 
AND BIRMINGHAM §TLL FURNISH ONE K THREE TAPE TRANSCRIBER UNIT. 

IN EVENT OFFICES CANNOT FURNISH EQUIPMENT, BUREAU SHOULD 
BE NOTIFIED IMMEDIATELY. ALL OFFICES SUBMIT APPROPRIATE FD 
TWO TWO TWO S&RMS. 


WGS:CF (8) 


ATLANTA WILL ADVISE OFFICES CONCERNED 
WHEN EQUIPMENT NEEDED. ' ' 


NQTOtjby 19/^3 Atlanta was furnished two dial 

recorder and one Magneco-'d tape recorder. 

r W Si 2 U ' «S 


Tolson . 


Belmont . 
Mohr _ 


Casper . 



3 'Ms Sopwiptent is^prekared in response to ;y 
%<m$utside your Committee. Its use is 
Jr Committee and the content ma 
pwmt the express aj^roval 


m tn\». Room- 4#%#% A 

*¥a^ P 58 NIT 



NR. ^ 

.^timquest and&i 
„ \htiiVed"to~officiL 
be\ Sis closed j#/Una, 

'Bl 1 n*: r ■. ~r. 

: ' i - - : ._. I 



aj^letype 

.24:1963 

CIPHERED 


V 




ROUTE US^ENVELOPE 


To! son _ 

Belmont _ 

Mohr_ 

Casper_ 

Callahan _ 

Conrad _ 

DeLoach _ 

Evans _ 

Gale _ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan _ 

Tavel _*. 

Trotter 

Tele. Roan^jL 




Airtel 


* Jt&» 


July 26, 1963 

1 - Mr. Mi Hen 
(Room 7112 JB) 

1 - Mr. Bland 
1 - Mr. Donohue 
1 - Mr. Shaw 


J U 1$ S 


Toj. - SAC, Atlanta- 

From: Director, FIJI• 

O . 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JE. t # 

SECURITY MASTER - C .. 


Reurtel 7/24/63 ’’Communist Influence in Racial 
Matter's” advising technical surveillance feasible on residence 
of Martin Luther King, Jr., as well as Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference. 

The Attorney General has disapproved technical 
coverage on King and. the Southern Christian Leadership Con¬ 
ference. Therefore, no further action is to be taken in 
this matter, 

1 - 'Birmingham 4 

1 - Mobile 

•*' ■ • 

NOTE: * 

Memorandum Evans to Belmont 7/25/63 discloses "1 

that the Attorney General orally advised on 7/25/63 that 
he now considers request for technical coverage on King 
that he made 7/16/63 to be ill advised; that in view of 
King's constant travel status there was considerable doubt 
that productivity of technical coverage would be worth the 
risk. Therefore we are instructing Atlanta to take no 
further action in this ratter. 

*eUl!>3u™ . /•->-' . / iJ , - -It 


WGS:km 

(9) 


Od\ 




I If 


MAIL ROOM i 
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^ ' 22 JUL 30.1963 ^ j [y 

/ I ms emi . - .. 

\iWkis wQT’xiGii is prepared in response to yo n,/ r request and is nolNw'dissGflii- 
v nation outside your Committee . Its use i ? limited to official proceedings by 
'vM 0 \W!t ^! im ^ iee an d content may not be disclosed to unauthorized person^ 


wunout the express approval of the FBI 







Of.lONAl rORM NO. 10 
max im tompN 
. G&A GtN. MG. NO. 37 


UNITED STATES GOTiRNMENT 




' Memorandum f/A 

■S&r- Jydyd)*' 

TO •• Mr. V/* C. Sullivan^ 

• *■ ,' #4^7 

•* - 

from : Mr, j. p; Bland/ 1 ,'-' 

4 - • 

SUBJFGT: MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - C 


Tol^on 
JSehnont _ 

Ucbx - 

Casper __ 
Callahan 


date. September 6, 1963 

So'liiVan/ 

_____ // * TaveJ — 

JTJNR m & -Trotter _ 


FROM 


JUNE 

1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Evans 
1 - Mr. Rosen v 




Tele. Room . 

Holmes_ 

Gandy _ 


1 - Mr. Bland 
1 - Mr. Donohue 
1 - Mr. Forsyth 


Martin Luther King, Jr., the well-known Southern Negro 
leader who is President of the. Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC), is being closely-advised by Stanley Levison, a New York attorney 
and secret member of the Communist Party <CP). ^He^ nas^mad&jthe > 

statement that King is a “wholeheartjed^Marxi.strnofias 

dare, toe spouses, it publicly," Levison 
has appeared, before the Senate internal' Security ISubcoimnittee and 
refused to answer questions concerning his membership in the CP. 

Levison continues to act as advisor to King. In June of 1962, he 
recommended that King hire Hunter Pitts O’Dell as an administrative 
assistant. King, acting upon this advice, hired O’Dell in this 
capacity but on November 2, 1962, as a result of a newspaper article 
identifying O’Dell as a communist ? King announced that O’Dell had 
resigned from this position and his resignation had been accepted. 

I However, as late as August 30, 1963 ? O'Dell has been observed by 

, Agents of the FBI entering and leaving the SCLC office in New York City. 
O’Dell,under the pseudonym Cornelius James, 4 was elected to the 
National Committee of the CP in 1959. 

•* ^ . _ 

Information developed during August, 1963 t indicates that 
King, who i s married^ matintains intimate relationships, with _at least 

I three 

~ ~ """ J "V d/ 


OBSERVATIONS: 


U7 V'' 


King's duplicity is amp 
announcements concerning O’Dell’s 


mis- 


illustrated in his. public * * 
ack of connections with the SCLC/> ,l 

1 „ _— 3 J.~_4 


although, as mentioned above, O'Dell was observed entering and 
leaving the New York office of the SCLC as late as August 30, 1963. 
J^ngis^s&eamaad^ rs wh ile po sing as a minister of the gospel 

leave him highly susceptTHTe^to coercion and possible-blackmail and, 
most important, in view of his continued»close association and 
willingness to accept .advice and submit to the influence of such 
communists as Levison and O’Dell, we should have as complete coverage 
as possible of King's activities. A large part of the information 
set out above 'as well as a great deal of additional information 
of interest has been developed through technical coverage^of close 

Enc. •&' <. c r~ TKfcJ-ommejdp 'ig pre$$3~d ^m : ‘respdnM~tl ^imrn'egttest^and^’iki fmc^lsemi- . 

nation outside ypv/r. Committee. Its use i% limited to ofi^dalMl-gdeidings by i**-' 


TKi^'jLoeumed 
nation mitsm 


is pr& 




respUnM'to ^mtr'r&qttesi-mndK 








Memorandum for Mr..Sullivan 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

100-106670 
„ * 


associates of King, such as Stanley Levison and Clarence B. Jones, 
a former member of the Labor Youth League who is head of the Gandhi 
Society for Human Rights of which King is honorary chairman, as well 
as the offices of the above, society. It is believed that additional 
data of extreme interest in this matter could be obtained through 
technical coverage of King's residence in Atlanta and the Atlanta 
and New York offices of the SCLC. 


RECOMMENDATION: 

There is attached a proposed airtel instructing Atlanta 
I to conduct a survey as to the feasibility of installing a technical 
surveillance on King's residence, as well as the offices of the SCLC. 
Copies of this airtel are also being forwarded to the New York Office 
with instructions to conduct a similar survey on the New York office 
of the SCLC. • • . f) 



- 2 - 
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Airtel 


1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr, Mohr 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Evans 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Bland 
1 - Mr. Donohue 
1 - Mr* Forsyth 


September 6, 1963 


To: SACs, Atlanta (100-5586) 

New York (100-126585) 

From: Director, FBI 

MARTIN HJTHER flNG. JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - C ' 


JUNE 




i* 




1 




Atlanta is directed to conduct a survey for tesur on 
the headquarters of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCIC) and the residence of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

New York is instructed to conduct a similar survey on 
the New York office of the SCLC. 

Full security,should be assured prior to making this survey. 


NOTE.** 

TDR/mea. 


rr, 

O 

- I 

•V 

_ rn 

CDS 


‘S' 






See memo Bland to Sullivan., same‘date, same dap-^on^ 4 

:rr 


O 


This document is prepared in response to your request and is not for <&sse / m& 
nation outside your Committee . Its use iy limited to official proceedings by 
your Committee and the content may not jpe disclosed to unauthorized pel son* 
nU without the express^approval of\the/FBI 


& 


WTF/meaY 

, u 3 )yf 

Jil f 


1 



Tolson _ 

Belmont_ 

Mohr_ 

Casper_ 

Callahan _ 

Conrad_ 

DeLoach _ 

Evans _ 

Gale _ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan _1 

Tavel _ 

Trotter -_ 

Tolq^Joom 
Hoi 


Or 

C- 


■V 


* 


0 


L 


H 


22 S'EP'tX &21963 


P 1 q «nco 

^ nd i 52 ¥T-T>ocId^^§S^H T^vPr^^a 









. OPTIONAL TO*m NO. 10 

it UNION * 

„ '■'-wA-.-OCN. KEG. NO. 77 

United States gI^ernment 

Memorandum 


A 



TO : 

>Ir. W* 

FROM : 

** 

Mr. J*° 

SUBJECT: 

MARTIN 


Sullivan 




f Tolson - 


^Belmont _ 

Mohr _ 

Casper_ 

Callahan , 

4 tf 5 e'£rad _ 

' OfLoach . 


DATE: 




’mw - 




October 4, 1963 ' - £°* 


SECURITY MATTER - C 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN 
RACIAL MATTERS •• 


1 - Mr* Belmont— 

1 - Mr* Mohr 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr* Evans Oa/- 
1 - Mr* Rosen V f 
1 - Mr* Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. Bland 
1' - Mr* Donohue 
1*- Mr* Forsyth 




^ale - 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan J&L 

JFcvel _ 

-Trotter _ 

Tele. Room 

Holmes _ 

Gandy _ 



• vt* 

tf-r s 


'Surveys have been'made on^the residence of Martin Luther 
King, Jr,, in Atlanta, Georgia, *and the headquarters of the Southern 
. Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) in New York City 0 These 
surveys indicate it is feasible to install technical surveillances 
on these places with full security* 

1 

You will recall that on 7/l^/63 the Attorney General 
advised Assistant Director Evans that in view *of the possible 
communist influence in the racial' situation, he desired that consider¬ 
ation be given to placing a technical surveillance on Martin Luther 
King, Jr*, leader of the SCLC, ,and Clarence B* Jones, a New York City 
attorney who is closely associated witli King and involved in the 
■ fracial movement. The Attorney General at that time indicated he - / 

| was not concerned with the repercussions-if it should ever become/ ' \ 

; known that such surveillances had been pur into effect and that he^"' 

( thought it advisable to have complete coverage. However, when such 
v a request was made of the Attorney General on- 7/22/63, he rejected 
cbverage on King. * 

King resides at 563 Johnson Avenue, N.E., Atlanta^/Georgia 
and is president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 

330 Auburn Avenue, Atlanta* The New York office of the SCLD*islocated 
at 312 West £M5th Street, New York City. , »3. A ^ i 

r-"" REG. 3 ' ;1‘ H-Q l 

King-is closely associated with Stanley Levison, a-concealed 
l \member of the-Communist Party, USA (CPUSA)* King has been described 
/ Iby Levison as .a v/h.olehe arJ:ed_ Marxist who has^sin idd&d*>Mar^isi/... b elie ves 
I grreligTon 

ill does not dare to espouse it publicly* £&**-'• r J.'~ bt 

-- ~ : - r& ( ' L 1 3 (jv^ 

.. The Attorney General has approved coverage on StanleyLevison, 

if Clarence B* Jones, and the Gandhi Society for Humair=SightSo ‘“^hese 
||installations have been extremely productive in, .showing the influence 


Enc* 

100-106670 
-1 - 100-3-116 


’ n : w3®/ta@.a ^63*#^ without 

’(IT) >*” \ v 
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Memorandum for Mr, Sullivan 
RE: MARTIN. 1 LUTHER KING/ JR* 
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN " 
RACIAL MATTERS 
100-106670 . 

100-3-116 * 


of Levison on King as well as Levison’s behind-the-scenes influence 

in the racial movement. At present there are 57 investigative-type 

technical surveillances in operation and three are awaiting 

installation. The limit is 75. 

* • 

OBSERVATIONS: * 

'- : - ^ * 

% 

In view of the Attorney General’s request that our 
icoverage be as complete as possible and because of the communist 
influence in the racial movement _ shown by actTvITies”of““Stanley 
[Levison"'as' welT‘“a'S'’ Ki ng'*'S"^cohnection with him, it is believed 
i desirable to put all possible coverage on the racial leaders in 
1 order to obtain full information. , /? * 

__ ■ Ion o i ' v i ( ^4—4? * V \ t V \ 

That the attached be sent to the Attorney General 
requesting authority to install technical surveillances on King’s 
residence in Atlanta, Georgia, and the SGjLC headquarters in 
New York City.' 


RECOMMENDAT] 





- 2 - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION 


.Room 57^ 


.10/7 


1963 


MyTol^ 


_Director mf. 

2_Mr. Belmont \ ri^p,%r 

Mr. .Mohr / Jasper- 

Mr. DeLoach \/ j- 1 ’-’- Cri’ahaa—< 

_Mr. Evans fcg T . D?T , oac w^_ 

_Mr. Rosen < Evans.lL— 

_Mr. Callahan ISf Mr. Gale— . —— ; 
Mr. Casper ' f Mr. Rosen.___^l 

Mr. Conrad KlZZ 

^_Mr. Gale . V If - #r . Trotter_L_ 

_ Mr. Sullivan i Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Tavel i Miss Holmes-- 

Mr. Trotter Miss Gandy—— 

_Mr. Clayton ~~~ 

_Miss Gandy 
_Miss Holmes 

_Personnel Files Section 

_Records Branchy 
_Mrs. Skillman 
_Mrs. Brown ' . • 

John Quander 


L<- 


few-- 


)fo 


See Me 
Send File 
Please Call Me 


For appropriate action 
Note and Return 


I see no point in making this recommendation 


that he turned down a similar recommendation 


o n July 22, 1963. A ^..1.? j >./W 

*_v _ 5 

tl // ! ~~ \ 

~ vi Lie L 

°lJyt-*/Ci?de • Tolson ** 


ENCLOSURE 


telOULJJLr: 


B NOV 7 u. : : 


&7 

IWH K ** * 


■ ■ This document is prepared ™ re ^o™eJo 

fflw outside vour Commie. disclosed to unauthorized person 

iTiZZUtlhe ZpreTs approval of. the FBI 
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SSG LETTER 8/20/75 
ITEM # 2 











_ Of ri^MAl FORK Hp. 10 * 


UNITED STATES GOVERN^! 

Memorandum 


'NT 


>) 






rrv 


r 


TO 


FROM 


.subject: 


MR. W.' C. SULLIVAN 


/ * 

£ £ 




date: 10-22-63 


Tolson_ 

Belmont _ 

Mohr_ 

Casper _ 

Callahan . 

Conrad _ 

DeLoach . 

Evans _ 

Gale_ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan _ 
Tavel_ 


MR. J. Ao SIZOO 




X" 


/C_x 

MARTIN LUTHER ICING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


USA 


1-Mr.Sullivan 
_1-Mr.Conrad 

J-l-M-r* Co*! 1 


Trotter . 



COMMUNIST PARTY, 

NEGRO QUESTION 
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


1-Mr.M.EoRow 
1-Mr.Bland 
1-Mr•Baumgardner 
J-Mr.J o D.Donohue 


orsy 


/ -- 


3--Mr. 


■ : d)'l "Z%/s t ^ci% 


KJ 


PS 




Memorandum Sizoo to Sullivan 10-18-63 set forth certain requests 
of SAC McMahon of the Atlanta Office in connection with the monitoring 
of technical installations under consideration in connection with 
captioned matter. - ^ ^~>.a / 

S-QfU 

On 10-21-63, SAC McMahon was advised that the technical 
installations on the residence of King and the Headquarters of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) had been approved. He 
was also advised that his request for the expenditure of $250 per month 
for a monitoring plant outside of the Atlanta Office was approved. In 
connection with Atlanta*s request for the services of an outside sound 
man in connection with these installations, he was advised that the 
services of Special Agent William F. Heist of the Miami Office should* J 
be obtained. (SAC McMahon is to arrange with the Miami Office for t&jy 
presence of Special Agent Heist when he is needed. Heist f s personnel • 
file shows nothing which would prevent such an assignment.) McMahon 
was also advised that his request for additional technical equipment 
was being handled by a separate teletype sent to him on 10-21-63. He 
was advised that if any question arises as to the need of the Atlanta 
Office for additional equipment, SA Baker of the Electronics Section 
of the Laboratory is thoroughly familiar with the equipment already 
ordered and sent to Atlanta. .all information contained 

ASSES: m S 55 BE£j T" 

None, for information. This memorandum records the following: 

1) Authorization for Atlanta to install technical coverage 
of King at 563 Johnson Avenue, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia, and on the 
Headquarters of the SCLC, 330 Auburn Avenue, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia. 

(SAC McMahon is to furnish the date and time installed and the symbol 
number of each installation and is to furnish a separate, complete 
justification and evaluation of the results of the. cdv4Sraie within fs 
30 days of installation.) . ^ 

ii.SSSi 16 • , f? * NOV r «S3 xi . 

( 14 ) 1 w* document is prepared in response toumgr request and is not for dissemi¬ 

nation outside yoim Co'm&ass&ge. use is limited to official proceedings by 
o yo f r C° m mittee? : dn$ the content may not be discl&sed to unauthorized personm 

x nel mthou t x fhe express approval of the FBI . 
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Memorandum to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
Be; MARTIN LUTHER KING,JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - C 

COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
NEGRO QUESTION 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

2) Authorization for expenditure of $250 per month for 
monitoring plant. 


. 3) Authorization to arrange with Miami Office for the services 
of Special Agent William E. Heist for installation of technical equipment. 







- 2 - 
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/,: • 


1 Rushing 


October 14, 1963 


Airtel 


»• • 


Tot SAC, Atlanta (100-5586A) 

&C-32 

From: ' Director, FBI?Tl00-106670) 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JtL&'r 
SECURITY MATTER - C ‘ 


QS!> 


JUNE 


4P / 4 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIEP \ 

DATE : VMBtoO BY & ?'£ WTSCT 


MAILED. 5. 

OCT 1 41963 

COMM-FBI 


Reurlet dated October 10, 1963. 

A review of your letter reveals the possible 
existence of certain security hazards in connection with 
the installation of tesur on the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC). You indicate that a switch 
of pairs in order to provide easier access in a more 
desirable location is found to be impossible. Prior to 
further consideration of this matter, the Bureau desires 
additional information as indicated below: 

1) Outline in detail the exact steps necessary 
to effect a tesur installation on the office of 
the SCLC. Furnish a concise evaluation as to 
whether full security can be assured utilizing . 
a sound man from another office. 

2 ) It is noted that In. connection with this 
proposed installation as well as the proposed 
Installation in the case of King's residence 
you mentioned in your airtol of'October 3, 1963, 

g--k you proposed to locate the monitoring plant in 

Headquarters facilities. In this connection, 

1903 aJvise whether the telephone cable serving the 

Atlanta Office likewise serves other offices in 
Bl 1 the building occupied by your office and/or any 
adjacent buildings. 


Tolson - 

Belmont- 

Mohr_ 

Casper_ 

Callahan_ 

Conrad __ 

DeLoach- 

Evans —- 

Gale_ 

Rosen .— 

Sullivan t 

SculApS 

Tele. KgSn A. 

Holmes_ 

Gandy - 
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Ttesdoimment is prepared in response to your^request and i&Wqt wr disserntr 
nation outside your Committee. Its use is wnkttfk to official proceedings by 
/yowrjOommittee and the content may not be disclosed^ [fwauthorized persotir 
' neUmthout the express approval of the FBI « ^ p«- 

TELETYPE UNIT CZ3 

Page 38_ __ ' • 



Airtel to Atlanta 
Bet MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
100-106670 


*' - 


„_-—"Together with your reply covering the above 

pdfnts, specify exactly what equipment you will need in 
the event authority is granted to make the Installation 
on the SCLC office as well as the King residence. 


Advise Bureau by return mail. 
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* OPTIONAL FORM NO, JO 

* MAY 15S2 edition . 
. 0 " * OfcT^.'REG. NO. 27 


- UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


V \ r \rdV 

from YftV r 


W'M 


subject: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) date: 10/10/63 


"Re Atlanta airtel 10/5/63, 


JUNE 


SAC, ATLANTA (100-5586A) (P) 

O 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 








T¥» 

■hiae 


<V /) ^ 

* 

*/*>• 

\«Vr • 


Enclosed herewith is a copy of FD 142 relating 
to proposed Tesurs on subject and the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC)/ - • ~ 

• S 1 - 

Through sources, efforts were made to attempt to \ 

switch certain pairs in order to facilitate the installation 
of a Te sur_on the four pstirs serv ing" the SCLC Office as jfche f -J^% 
cross frame where these pairs appear is located on a pole jhj 1 
immediately in front of the SCLC Office. This cross frame, is 
visible through two large windows from within the Office ! r 

of SCLC and practically on the same level as the windows. '“f 5 * 

Source at Southern Bell has advised that such a y 
switch of pairs in order to provide easier access in a more \ % 
desirable location is not possible. g*$ 

The ^nlx_sound__tr’ained Agent in the. Atlanta Office 
has in the past‘interviewed Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,“and r\S 
KiS^father/ as “weIT as other ' employees of SCLC. ~~ At the | f‘f 

“fime - of the interview of Dr. KING, JR., a signed statement 
was taken and the interview was of approximately two hours A / 
duration. In the event installation of instant Tesur is // 
authorized, ~Tt~Ts~'belie'ved that a sound trained Agent shoulxr j 
make the installation who is unknown to subject and other i 

employees of SCLC. 

It/is noted that by previous communication on 
October 3, 1963, results of survey was forwarded the Bureau 
regarding Tesuf'-on subject’s residence. /a * 

Ji. i ry fify* i kt/Ar* 


A’-\:<3 


Bureau <20. (RM) 

2- Atlantafv^D 
AFM:elt w 


If 


This document is ppepjg/f 
nation oiitsideppodiY^Cof 
your Content fee avid/tae 
nel witHgut the/ exprpsst 


'''' \ I 

l /in^esponse to your request and % no 
rmdee. Its use is limited to officwsu'fr 
QfiJ&ht may nut be disclosed to unay xu j 
i pproval of the FBI . 


cmsfcua&ESi Msatnemen 

31 DOT 11 1963 ;n 

l> \Lo& >y 



fop dissemi- 
kpedings 6y 
ized pepAm-’ 

v 




0 
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AT 1,00-558 6A 

-—-—~AfTM7e 11 ^^., '' 

If installations are approved additional equip¬ 
ment for plant operation is required as this office has 
currently assigned to it two tape recorders, one 6A 
amphlifier and one 6AR dial recorder. There are no play- 
i back units available Atlanta for transcription of tapes. 


In view of the foregoing, if this installation 
is approved, Laboratory is requested to send a technician 
to Atlanta to make installation. 


\ 

i 


i 

i 


i 


t 



- 2 ~ 
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/ FD-142 ^Hev. 6-2-61) 

i/ OPTIONAL f.ORM NO.‘TO * ' , 

% W" 

.UNITED .STATES GOVERNMENT 

f ! Memorandum 


a,-. 


JUNE 


to : DIRECTOR (Bufile 100-106670) date: 10/10/63 

%■%/ «ffli, 

^WJJC, ATLANTA (100-5586A) ' jt fijjkh 

subject: RECOMMENDATION FOR INSTALLATION OF TECHNICAL OR MICROPHONE SURVEILLANCE 


Title DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Character, of Case SM-C 
Field Office Atlanta 
Symbol Number None 
Type of Surveillance (Technical 


1. Name and address of subject: 

Office of Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 330 
1/ Aub urn Av enue. N.E., Atlanta, Georgia^ 

2. Location of technical operation: / j&Jp' 

Office space of Atlanta Office. 


3* Other technical surveillances on same subject: 
None at present in Atlanta. 


/iT 

o t\2% 
. o krfi 

f 0 / o 

/; q ; vr*f 

~1 in 

L^\ 


, : x 1 1 
^ 

' y -1 i/J 

r fo % 

\ /.;■ j 

*x 

4. Cost and manpower involved: ; | 

Cost of four leased lines plus services of four Investigative^ * 

Clerks. Exact cost of leased lines unknown but based on exact 
wire mileage. {gNCLOSURB* - ^ ^ 


This document is.prepared in response to your r^fkeS2and is-ii ot for/^ 
nation outside your Committee. Its use is limited to offinalTproceem^gs by 
your Committee and the content may not be disclosed to unauthori^^^pdrsor^ 
net without the express approval of the FBI • ©Brxrx 19 6 w 


n ^ *** 

do 6 


*A-j& 
„ 7y 


5* Adequacy of security: *p 3 - eae! irrT= ^ vs $1' 

Adequate security is provided if^pers < 0^making installation 
is unknown to subject. Dr. KING aii^j&Lkff of Sotrffhern Christian , 
Leadership Conference. jbvV 

Jyv aT . ■£ 

Registered Mail /y A7 
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6. Tfype of case involved: 

Security matter investigation to determine degree of 
influence CP has on mass Negro organizations through Dr. 
KING. 


7. Connection or status of subject in the case: 

Dr. KING has in the past been in contact with concealed CP 
members, and former CP members. As President of SCLC, a 
leading Negro mass Organization, organization and subject 
are prime logical targets for influencing and infiltration. 


8. Specific information being sought: 

Degree of influence being exerted by CP on Dr. KING and 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference and extent of contacts. 


9 . Reasons for believing the specific information will be obtained by the 
technical surveillance: 

Dr. KING'S CP contacts are basically located in New York City 
while he normally maintains office and residence Atlanta. It is 
however noted Dr. KING is in almost constant travel status 


10. Importance of case and subject: 

Dr. KING as President of Southern Christian Leadership Conference' 
has been elevated to the position of "National Leader" of the 
Negro Civil Rights and Integration Movement as shown by recent 
events. _ o „ 
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• Possibilities of obtaining desired information by other means 
(Explain in detail): 

With the constant travel status of Dr. KING, and his being 
almost completely surrounded by members of his own race who 
are loyal to his cause, it is considered that this is the 
only means by which desired information can be obtained. 


! 


12. Risks of detection involved: 

Risks of detection are considered at a minimum. 


j 13* Probable length of technical surveillance: 
| Indefinite 


14. Request made for technical surveillance by any outside agency 
(name specific official, title and agency): 

None known to Atlanta Office. 


- 3 - 
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15- Remarks^, 

In past when interviews have been conducted in the office 
of Southern Christian Leadership Conference certain employees 
when asked a question, in a half joking and half serious 
manner replied, "You should know that already, don’t you 
have our wires tapped?" It is noted in the past. State of 
Georgia has conducted investigations regarding subject and 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 


16. Recommendation of Assistant Director: 
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FD -142 (Rev. 6 - 2 - 61 ) 4 f - \ 

OPTIONAL fORM NO. 10 « 

5> * • * i 

! united states governmhI 

p *Memorandum 


JUNE 


DIRECTOR (Bufile 100-106670) date: 10/10/63 


if®RO&' : SAC, ATLANTA (100-5586A) 


10/63 

«M. 'S' wprt ssa S£t)t& 


subject: RECOMMENDATION FOR INSTALLATION OF TECHNICAL OR MICROPHONE SURVEILLANCE 


RE: Title DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Character of Case SM-C 
Field Office ATLANTA 
Symbol Number None 

Type of Surveillance (Technical 8SP8SS f@p5i£8) 


1. Name and address of subject: 


Residence, Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 563 Johnson Avenue, 
Atlanta, Georgia. / /j\ g- j 

2. Location of technical operation: > 6/^ v 

Office space of Atlanta Office. /t^ ^"() 

3. Other technical surveillances on same subject: t /hv 

None at present in Atlanta. gv 




4. Cost and manpower involved: 

Cost of one leased line, plus services of four Investigative 
Clerks. Exact cost of leased lines unknown, but based on 


exact wire mileage. 


ffi.CLOBUBS, 

'/Co - /)'<4 yc) - 

fc5KV?-S!Sft», 

VcX ■ i 

1 ? OUTll 1983 i 


5. Adequacy of security: / *“ 

Security for installation is adequate 

This document is prepared in response to your request 
nation outside your Committee. Us use is limited to 
your Committee and the content may.not be disclosed to 
nel without the express approval of the FBI . ' 

Registered Mail \ 


ffo'for dissemp 
proceedings b\ 
,ori/ed persist 



j*l A 

p 
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6 . 


Type of case involved: 

Security matter investigation to determine degree of 
influence CP has on mass Negro organizations through Dr. 
KING. 


i 

7* Connection or status of subject in the case: 

| Dr. KING has in the past been in contact with concealed CP 

members, and former CP members. As President of Southern 
| Christian Leadership Conference, a leading Negro mass 

j organization, organization and subject are prime logical 

targets for influencing and infiltration, 
i 

■l 

i 

| 


8. Specific information being sought: 

Degree of influence being exerted by CP on Dr. KING and 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference and extent of 
contacts. 


9* Seasons for believing the specific information -will be obtained by the 
technical surveillance: 

Dr. KING’S CP contacts are basically located in New York 
Office while he normally maintains office and residence Atlanta. 
It is however noted Dr. KING is in almost constant travel status. 


10. Importance of case and subject: 

Dr. KING as president of Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference has been elevated to the position of "National 
Leader" of the Negro Civil Rights and Integration Movement 
as shown by recent events.. 2 - 
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11. Possibilities of obtaining desired information by other means 
(Explain in detail): 

With the constant travel status of Dr. KING, and his being 
almost completely surrounded by members of his own race 
who are loyal to his cause, it is considered that this is the 
only means by which desired information can be obtained. 


12. Risks of detection involved: 

Risks of detection are considered at a minimum. 


:l 

! 

:! 

1 

■j 

i 

| 13. Probable length of technical surveillance: 

i 

! Indefinite. 

l4. Request made for technical surveillance by any outside agency 
(name specific official, title and agency): 

None known to Atlanta Office. 


- 3 - 
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15. Remarks: 


In the past when interviews have been conducted in office 
of Southern Christian Leadership Conference certain employees 
when asked a questions, in a h£lf joking and half serious manner 
replied, "You should know that already, don’t you have our 
wires tapped?" It is noted in the past, State of Georgia has 
conducted investigations regarding subject and Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, 


l6. Recommendation of Assistant Director: 


i 


t 
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™ W- * * *.ir 


UNITED- S.TATES GOVERNOR 

Memorandum 


HR. W. C e SULLIVAN 


yci^Y^ 

£ £L I 


date: 10-22-63 


from : MR. J. Ao 3IZ00 

..subject: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER.- C ' 


1-Mr.Sullivan 
-Mr. Conrad 


Tolson _ 

Belmont _ 

Mohr_ 

Casper _ 

Callahan _ 

Conrad_ 

DeLoach _ 

Evans _ 

Gale _ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan_ 

Tavel_ 

Trotter_ 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes_ 

Gandy _ 


' SECURITY MATTER.- C i:S:BiaM° W - (/^W 

COMMUNIST PARTY, USA lljS^Xionohue 

NEGRO QUESTION I-lr:Forsyth 1-fc Phillips 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS W > * )/? 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C ffMyr' 

Memorandum Sizoo to Sullivan 10-18-63 set forth certain requests 
of SAC McMahon of the Atlanta Office in connection with the monitoring 
of technical installations under consideration in connection with t/ ^ . 
captioned matter. - - 

On 10-21-63, SAC McMahon was advised that the technical 
installations on the residence of King ancl the Headquarters of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) had been approved. He 
was also advised that his request for the expenditure of $250 per month 
for a monitoring plant outside of the Atlanta Office was approved. In 
connection with Atlanta's request for the services of an outside sound 
man in connection with these installations, he was advised that the ^ 
services of Special Agent William F. Heist of the Miami Office shouldf J 
be obtained. (SAC McMahon is to arrange with the Miami Office for 
presence of Special Agent Heist when he is needed. Heist's personnel * 
file shows nothing which would prevent such an assignment.) McMahbh 
was also advised that his request for additional technical equipment 
was being handled by a separate teletype sent to him on 10-21-63. He 
was advised that if any question arises as to the need of the Atlanta 
Office for additional equipment, SA Baker of the Electronics Section 
of the Laboratory is thoroughly familiar with the equipment already 
ordered and sent to Atlanta. LL IHEOEMATI'OH 0 OSTAIHED % "*• 

jswCLASsnrM) —«>* P 

ASSffi: n . «»r»lto I 

None, for information. This memorandum records the following: 

1) Authorization for Atlanta to install technical coverage 
of King at 563 Johnson Avenue, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia, and on the 
Headquarters of the SCLC, 330 Auburn Avenue, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia. 

(SAC McMahon is to furnish the date and time installed and the symbol 
number of each installation and is to furnish a separate^complete 
justification and evaluation of the results of the. oGV^rage within f- 
30 days of installation*) J* ^ ^ 

1 - 100-3-116 - Vi , pfll 

OA-« m , o SSJSaSi 

’v’’ J'tVJ 1 , !„ nelLio&out the expres^.cpr^rov'<l of the tin . 


JAS:JFBjmjt 
(14) 
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,1 Memorandum to Mr* W. C« Sullivan 
; Re: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR* 

SECURITY MATTER - C 

COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
NEGRO QUESTION 

} COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 

i INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

2)Authorization for expenditure of $250 per month for 
monitoring plant. 


3)Authorization to arrange with Miami Office for the services 
of Special Agent William F. Heist for installation of technical equipment* 







SERIAL 



255 
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f * v . ^4 

a. ' "4 


t-r. Rushing 




Airtel 


• y 


i* • f 


;• • O 


* V 


October 14 t 1963 


V,' 


ToT 

FTcrn: 


SAC, Atlanta (100-5586A) 
Director, FBX?UQ(£x06670) 


•af/ 


JUNE 


rt^ 




MARTIN LUTHER SING, JR. 
SECURITY BATTER - C ’ 




AU> 1 
USRBlV IS 
OWS, 


OOH^ 
ssjsiffl 



Reurlet dated October 10, 1963. 


A review of your letter reveals the possible 
existence of certain security hazards in connection with 
the installation of tesur on the Southern Christian 
* Leadership Conference (SCLC). You indicate that a switch 
of-pairs in order to provide easier access in a core 
desirable location is found to be impossible. Prior to 
further consideration of this matter, the Bureau desires 
additional information as indicated below: 


1) Outline in detail the exact steps necessary 
to effect a tesur installation on the office of 
the SCLC. Furnish a concise evaluation as to 
whether full security can be assured utilizing . 
a sound man from another office. 


MAI LEO. & 

OCT 1 41963 

COMM-FBI 


2) It is noted that in. connection with this 
proposed installation as well as the proposed 
installation in the case of King's residence 
you mentioned in your airtel of'October 3, 1963, 
you proposed to locate the monitoring plant in 
Headquarters facilities* In this connection, 
sdvise whether the telephone cable serving the 
Atlanta Office likewise serves other offices in 
the building occupied by your office and/or any 
adjacent buildings* 


Tolson _ 
Belmont . 

Mohr_ 

Casper . 
Callahan . 
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DeLoach . 
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o yoiaf request art# is hot.fi 
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Holmes 
Gandy . 
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md ip hot for dis\ 


(4) 7$^ document is prepared in response \o 

Committee. Its use is limited to offiAd proeeeavag. 
your Commjttee/GAd the content may not he disclosed, to unauthorizid-n 
vjxpress approval of the FBI . ; . 


£ fie / 



MAIL ROOmCT TELETYPE UNIT CZ1 
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Airtel to Atlanta 
Bet MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR* 
100*106670 


Together with your reply covering the above 
points, specify exactly what equipment you will need in 
the event authority is granted to make the installation 
on the SCLC office as well as the King residence. 

Advise Bureau by return mail. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 
MAY 1962 .EDITION 
**' S* A GET*. REG. NO. 27 


SHO-lOMI 


TO 


FROM 


UNITED STATES GO'VERNMENT 

'Memorandum 

/ DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) date: 10/10/63 

K\,^AJ ' JUNE 

: t'ifl i SAC, ATLANTA (100-5586A) (P) 

“■t—- 


subject: 


,3 


c 


A 


x'V* ^ 

r C..M 

'jf / * 


^ DR. MARTIN LUTHER-KING, JR. 

'^ c 

Re Atlanta airtel 10/5/63. 

Enclosed herewith is a copy of FD 142 relating 
to proposed Tesurs on subject and the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC). 

Through sources, efforts were made to attempt to 
switch certain pairs in order to facilitate the installation 
of a T esur_.on the four pairs serv ing "the SCLC Office as the 
cross frame where these pairs appear is located on a pole 
immediately in front of the SCLC Office. This cross frame is 
visible through two large windows from within the Office 
of SCLC and practically on the same level as the windows. 

Source at Southern Bell has advised that such a 
switch of pairs in order to provide easier access in a more 
desirable location is not possible. 

The o nJx-jaound—1trained Agent in the. .Atlanta Office 
has in the past interviewed Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,'and 
his'-fa ther7~"as well’ as other'employee's of SCLC.~ At the 
"time"' of the interview of Dr. KING, JR., a signed statement 
was taken and the interview was of approximately two hours /-{ / 
duration. In the event installation of instant.. Tesur is / J 
authorized, TTITTs - believed that a sound trained Agent shoulrr ) 
make the installation who is unknown to subject and other i 

employees of SCLC. 


• 

\*o. 

to 


TV 

.a « 


tis; 

I 

E * 


It/is noted that by previous communication on 
October 3, 1963, results of survey was forwarded the Bureau 
regarding Tekur'en subject's residence. 

Aj • I-3~? . 

■rt/if 


/C: ■ 




2 J Bureau ,(EnA^ J?). (RM) 

2 - Atlanta/?'*^ X?, 

AFMjelt j&fe W 
(4) . 

Or 

• JtL(Mb document is prepared in respo^^jfi&fr&ur reques 
i Lr h /{ h na ¥°>^ outside your Committee . Its^tjkUmited^tq 
{ Subcommittee and the content may^mfirbe disdfifeed 
%el without the express approval jPxsMe FBI CpP 
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AT 100-5586A 
AFM/elt 


| If installations are approved additional equip- 

j- ment for plant operation is required as this office has 

j currently assigned to it two tape recorders, one 6A 

] amphlifier and one 6AR dial recorder. There are no play¬ 

back units available Atlanta for transcription of tapes. 

In view of the foregoing, if this installation 
is approved, Laboratory is requested to send a technician 
I to Atlanta to make installation. 

i ■ ' - . - 


i 
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„ , FD-142 (-Rev, 6-2-61) 

jj pPTIONAL FORM "NO. 10 


r^i 




X, 


UNITED .STATES .GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


* “V 


FROM 


JUNE 


to : DIRECTOR (Bufile 100-106670) date: 10/10/63 



SAC, ATLANTA (100-5586A) 

vf 

subject: RECOMMENDATION FOR INSTALLATION OF TECHNICAL OR MICROPHONE SURVEILLANCE 

L'- ' 

/ 

RE: Title DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Character of Case SM-C 
Field Office Atlanta 
Symbol Number None 
Type of SurveilD ance (Technical 


is 


1. Name and address of subject: 

Office of Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 330 
Aub urn Aven ue. N.E., Atlanta, Georgia,- 

Location of technical operation: 

Office space of Atlanta Office. 


2 . 


, 6 






Other technical surveillances on same subject: 
None at present in Atlanta. 


""pit 


/ 





// S3 -r 

/V . ” 

U\ 



4. Cost and manpower involved: 

Cost of four leased lines plus services of four Investigative« 
Clerks. Exact cost of leased lines unknown but based on exact 



wire mileage. 


.ENCJL03UM 


<n S* 




This document is prepared in response to your request ancTif not fait dissemi• 
nation outside your Committee. Its use is limited to official wocJedinas by 
your Committee and the content may not be disclosed to t 

nel without the express approval of the FBI . / 




A. 

U\j 


5. Adequacy of security: 


T~"\ 

Adequate security is provided if*,persj^£>making installation 
is unknown to subject, Dr. KING and^tib.ff of Southern Chri^J^fan 
Leadership Conference. 




Registered Mail 

HW 55247 Dodd: 32989662 Page 59 


A 

& 

aV 

Ho 


W \ * 








6 




*\ 



Type of case involved: 

Security matter investigation to determine degree of 
influence CP has on mass Negro organizations through Dr. 

KING. 


7. Connection or status of subject in the case: 

Dr. KING has in the past been in contact with concealed CP 
members, and former CP members. As President of SCLC, a 
leading Negro mass Organization, organization and subject 
are prime logical targets for influencing and infiltration. 


8 . Specific information being sought: 

Degree of influence being exerted by CP on Dr. KING and 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference and extent of contacts. 


9 . Reasons for believing the specific information will be obtained by the 
technical surveillance: 

Dr. KING'S CP contacts are basically located in New York City 
while he normally maintains office and residence Atlanta. It is 
however noted Dr. KING is in almost constant travel status 


10. Importance of case and subject: 

Dr. KING as President of Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
has been elevated to the position of "National Leader" of the 
Negro Civil Rights and Integration Movement as shown by recent 
events. _ 9 „ 
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11. Possibilities of obtaining desired information by other means 
(Explain in detail): 

With the constant travel status of Dr. KING, and his being 
almost completely surrounded by members of his own race who 
are loyal to his cause, it is considered that this is the 
only means by which desired information can be obtained. 


12. Risks of detection involved: 

Risks of detection are considered at a minimum. 


if 

i; 

it 

■! 

\ 

I 13* Probable length of technical survei llan ce: 
j Indefinite 

is 

1 


14. 


Request made for technical surveillance by any outside agency 
(name specific official, title and agency): 

None known to Atlanta Office. 


I 


i 
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FD-142 (Rev. 6-2-61) 

OPTIONAL fC?*M NO. 10 


UNITED STATES GOVERNM®- 

Memorandum 


fVx 



JUNE 


DIRECTOR (Bufile 100-106670) date: 10/10/63 


• SAC, ATLANTA (100-5586A) 


subject: RECOMMENDATION FOR INSTALLATION OF TECHNICAL OR MICROPHONE SURVEILLANCE 


BE: Title DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Character of Case SM-C 
Field Office ATLANTA 
Symbol Number None 
Type of Surveillance (Technical 


1. Name and address of subject: 


Residence, Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 563 Johnson Avenue, N, 
Atlanta, Georgia. / /j\ ^ a 

jocation of technical operation: ) 

&C a i/1 - ^ d - 

Office space of Atlanta Office. ^ 


3. Other technical surveillances on same subject: 
None at present in Atlanta. 



isiass&* 


«BV 


4. Cost and manpower involved: 

Cost of one leased line, plus services of four Investigative 
Clerks. Exact cost of leased lines unknown, but based on 
exact wire mileage. .^K.CLCBUR^ 

^®/C 0 -/CcA > y / — 

^ 


0^111963 


5. Adequacy of security: 

Security for installation is adequate*^ 

TMs document is prepared in response to yottr reque^tS^^is ? 
™:™ r l l outst $? your . Committee. Its use is limited toMCicialf 




W 

rot for di^send-' 
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Re&UfrlTiJt express mroval of the FBI . imaMru «bt 
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6 . IJype of case involved: 

Security matter investigation to determine degree of 
influence CP has on mass Negro organizations through Dr. 
KING. 


7. Connection or status of subject in the case: 

Dr. KING has in the past been in contact with concealed CP 
members, and former CP members. As President of Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, a leading Negro mass 
organization, organization and subject are prime logical 
targets for influencing and infiltration. 


8 . Specific information being sought: 

Degree of influence being exerted by CP on Dr. KING and 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference and extent of 
contacts. 


9. Reasons for believing the specific information will be obtained by the 
technical surveillance: 

Dr. KING’S CP contacts are basically located in New York 
Office while he normally maintains office and residence Atlanta. 
It is however noted Dr. KING is in almost constant travel status. 


10. Importance of case and subject: 

Dr. KING as president of Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference has been elevated to the position of "National 
Leader" of the Negro Civil Rights and Integration Movement 
as shown by recent events.. 2 - 
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11. Possibilities of obtaining desired information by other means 
(Explain in detail): 

With the constant travel status of Dr. KING, and his being 
almost completely surrounded by members of his own race 
who are loyal to his cause, it is considered that this is the 
only means by which desired information can be obtained. 



12. Bisks of detection involved: 

Risks of detection are considered at a minimum. 


13. Probable length of technical surveillance: 


Indefinite. 

14. Request made for technical surveillance by any outside agency 
(name specific official, title and agency): 

None known to Atlanta Office. 
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15. Remarks: 


In the past when interviews ha.ve been conducted in office 
of Southern Christian Leadership Conference certain employees 
when asked a questions, in a h£lf joking and half serious manner 
replied, "You should know that already, don't you have our 
wires tapped?" It is noted in the past, State of Georgia has 
conducted investigations regarding subject and Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. 


1 6 . Recommendation of Assistant Director: 


i 




■ i|. M 
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